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Stay in the Know CELTIC CROSS CEREMONY

IS NCR AGM - Sept. 25" On Monday, August 4th, 2025, the Annual Rideau Canal Celtic Cross
Tree Planting - Oct 4th Memorial Ceremony was held at Lock 2 on the Rideau Canal. This
(e LY RV N T T e o ) 7Av2] T« B ceremony is sponsored by the Ottawa & District Labour Council, the
Bytown Museum, and the Irish Society of the National Capital Region.
Though the location isn't easily accessible, many dedicated individuals

Follow us on Facebook and attended the ceremony,.

Instagram

The procession to the Celtic Cross assembled at the north end of the
Bytown Museum and crossed the Rideau Canal at Lock 2. Piper Bethany Basillion of the Sons of Scotland
Pipes and Drums Band led the procession, accompanied by three flag bearers
(representing Canadian, Irish, and City of Ottawa), an honour guard from the
Knights of Columbus, two part-time soldiers from the Cameron Highlanders of
Ottawa, Rev. Gerard Monaghan, Susanna Doherty, and other participants of
the ceremony.

Master of Ceremonies (MC) Bryan
Daly, of the Irish Society of the
National Capital Region, greeted all attendees at the event that
honors the numerous Irish laborers and their families who lost
their lives constructing the Rideau Canal between 1826 and 1832.
Afterward, Reverend Gerard Monaghan from the Archdiocese of
Ottawa-Cornwall, currently serving as the parish priest at St. Faustina’s Parish in Cumberland, led a prayer
in honor of the deceased canal workers and their families. Councillor Tim Tierney
spoke for the city of Ottawa, highlighting the canal's current
splendor and recognizing Councillors Theresa Kavanagh and
Riley Brockington. He remarked on Councillor Kavanagh's
recent involvement and successful finish in the Ottawa
Ironman event. Following that, Chloe Dennis, Collection and
Exhibitions Manager at the Musée Bytown Museum, started
by recognizing that the event was occurring on the unceded
land of the Algonquin Anishinaabe. Chloe then talked about ~ Councillors Theresa
the attributes of the Musée Bytown Museum and the Kavanagh, Tim Tierney
collections related to the construction of the canal. Tom and Riley Brockington
ONeill, President of the Irish Society of the National Capital Region, talked about



the difficulties faced by the workers and the immense pride we now experience in their success,
accomplished in just six years.
Sean McKenny, President of the Ottawa & District Labour Council,
spoke about the numerous workers who lost their lives while building
the canal and its ongoing impact today. He acknowledged laborers
from the French Canadian and Algonquin communities, emphasizing
the symbols on the cross: pick and shovel, harp, mosquito, and
wheelbarrow.
A moment of silence was then observed to
honour those who died. May their souls rest in
peace.
Ar dheis Dé go raibh a n-anamacha. Councillor Theresa Kavanagh, Sedn
MC Daly thanked all who attended the McKenny, Councillor Tim Tierney, Mother
ceremony. McGinty (Nora Pat Marshall).
The ceremony concluded with a “lament” by
Piper Bethany Basillion.

MC Bryan Daly Susanna Doherty Tom ONeill

The ladies of Corktown
Rev. Gerard Monaghan with the

Knights of Columbus.



FROM THE PAST

While growing up | was often told that if you kissed the Blarney Stone in Ireland, you were blessed
with the “gift of the gab”. However, the more research | do for this newsletter the more | believe that the Irish
come by the “gift” naturally. The Irish have a rich tradition of tales and folklore, encompassing myths,
legends, and folktales. Many of which contain nuggets of truth.

What is presented here today is what I’ve been able to learn about Sarah Ritchie. You can decide

whatis Fact and what is Fiction.

Sarah Ritchie was born in Ireland around 1803, to a well-off family. It is said she
lost her heart to the stable hand John McGinty and eloped to New york in about
1823. After spending a short time on the Erie Canal the McGintys were drawn to
Bytown by the construction of the Rideau Canal. It was in the developing area of
Corkown (characterized by shanties built by Irish laborers, located on both sides
of the canal), that Sarah established her tavern and became known as Mother
McGinty. At Mother McGinty’s, Sarah made sure the beer, poitin (Irish moonshine
— raw whiskey) and shrub (a mix of fruit juice, sugar, vinegar and lots of rum) freely
flowed.

Known for her strength and ability to manage her tavern, Mother McGinty could
hold her own against unruly patrons. It is said that she was armed with a winning
smile that was backed by a mighty right hook that she wasn’t afraid to use.
Lacking formal education, itis alleged that Mother McGinty carved a form of

‘hieroglyphics’ into the wall to track accounts. Heaven forbid, those who didn’t
Nora Pat Marshall as pay their tab.

Mother McGinty

Mother McGinty is to be credited for her contributions to the development of Bytown. Her
strength, ingenuity, and hard work provided a social hub for canal workers and contributed to
the town's early character. Her tavern was known for its lively atmosphere, and Mother
McGinty was respected for her firm but fair management.

There is a bar in Ottawa's ByWard Market that still carries her name.

Slainte Mhaith



AGM TO BE HELD

Let Your Voice be Heard

The Irish Society of the National Capital Region is holding its Annual General Meeting:

SEPTEMBER 25, 2025
IN THE SCAVI
OF
ST. PATRICK BASILICA CHURCH
AT 7PM

COME JOIN US!

Meet other members.

Stay informed.

Learn - what the ISNCR has been doing and what is being planned.
- howyou can get involved.

Share your thoughts and ideas.

We are presently planning for the option of virtual attendance.
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Tree Planting to Honour

Thomas D’'Arcy McGee's 200" birthday!

THOMAS D’ARCY MCGEE
(13 APRIL 1895- 7 APRIL 1868)
The most eloquent of the Fathers of
Confederation
Was an Irish Canadian politician from Galway Co.,

Catholic spokesman, journalist, poet, and a Father
of Confederation. We wish to honour him as one
Canada’s most outstanding Irishman whose life was
tragically cut short at the age of 42. McGee was a
strong voice and passionate advocate for Catholic
and Protestant Canadians to work together,

ultimately contributing to the formation of self-
Thomas D’Arcy McGee governing Canada. All Canadians to have benefited
for his stand on a united Independent Canada from
Sea to Sea to Sea. (T. ONeill)

The Irish Society of the National Capital Region in partnership with the Bytown Museum and St.
Patrick Basiclia plan to commemorate the 200 Years of Thomas D’Arcy McGee birth with a tree
planting event on the grounds of St. Patrick Basilica to recognize him for his contribution to this
country and to this city.

Individuals wishing to donate to help off set the costs of this event can do so with any surplus
going to the 2026 Bytown Bicentennial St. Patrick Day Parade.

(E-Transfer Treasurer@Irishsocietyncr.com)



mailto:Treasurer@Irishsocietyncr.com

Gone But Not Forgotten

(An abridged version)
John "Jack" Kevin McManus

23 APRIL 1933 - 10 AUGUST 2025
Jack was an extremely charming person who included anyone and
everyone in his daily life, with him, there was no judgment. He did
things his way and lived for today and didn’t worry about tomorrow.
Friends he made over his lifetime meant a great deal to him and he
would be at the ready to help when called upon. He had the biggest
infectious laugh that could be heard from a far and a slap on the knee
to go with it. Then there was the infamous handshake followed by a
kick to the shin!
Jack worked at Mulligan’s florist delivering flowers. He so was a
mechanic with his brother Paul. Later he moved on to becoming a
handyman under the name “Jack’s Fix it”.

Jack was very proud of his Irish heritage, a member of the Irish Society. He always believed in giving

to those less fortunate and contributing to The Mission and the Shepherds of Good Hope to name a

few. As he got older, he became a much quieter person and reflected on his life.

Jack will be dearly missed by family and friends.

A funeral mass was held on Wednesday August 20th at 10:30 am at Saint Patrick’s Basilica.

Interesting Facts About Ireland

Ireland has thousands of castles.

Ireland is the only country in the world to have a musical instrument as its national
symbol

Muckanaghederdauhaulia is the name of a small village in Connemara in Co. Galway.
Author Bram Stoker of “Dracula” was born in Dublin in 1847.

For a period between 1880 and 1916, Dublin had its own time zone,

known as Dublin Mean Time, which was 25 minutes behind

Greenwich Mean Time.



In Remembrance

August 22" marks 103 years since the passing of Michael Collins (1890-1922).

Collins was one of the most influential figures in Ireland’s struggle for independence — a
revolutionary leader, strategist, and statesman. As Chairman of the Provisional Government
and Commander-in-Chief of the National Army, his vision and determination shaped the
foundations of modern Ireland.

Though his life was cut tragically short, his legacy endures as a symbol of courage, sacrifice,
and belief in Ireland’s future.

(Originally posted on Facebook by Derek O’Keefe and the post was shared with me.)



Did you know the Ottawa Gaels
» Field both men's and women's teams in Toronto GAA division competitions.

» Foster a strong sense of community and family among their members.
» Welcome players of all skill levels and backgrounds, including those new to Gaelic

football.
» Celebrates Irish culture and heritage, in addition to promoting the sport itself.



Where in Ottawa?
Can you identify the location of this Irish symbol?

Do you know where this Celtic cross stands in Ottawa?

The Celtic cross is strongly associated with Ireland, where it first appeared in the early
medieval period, around the 7th—9th centuries. It is characterized by a cross with a
circle at the intersection and often features intricate knot-work and interlacing patterns.
These stone crosses were commonly used as grave markers, memorials, or
monuments, and they remain a prominent symbol of Irish heritage.

Submit your guess:

e Scan the QR code;

e Visit: https://bit.ly/whereinottawa; OR

e Email: whereinottawa@gmail.com with the subject line: August Guess

We will reveal the answer in next month s edition, along with a short story behind this feature.

Bonus: Have you seen an Irish symbol around town? Send us your photo or idea to
whereinottawa@amail.com. It might be our next feature.
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IRISH PEA SALAD
Ingredients

Salad
1 20-0z. package frozen peas
1 cup chopped sweet onion
2 hard-cooked eggs, peeled and chopped
2 -4 mini sweet peppers, seeded and chopped
1 cup shredded Irish cheese (Dubliner, but aged cheddar
works well too)

Dressing

Ya cup light mayonnaise

Ya cup plain Greek yogurt (or other plain yogurt) can also try sour cream

3 tbsp sweet pickle relish

1 tsp sugar

Y2 tsp salt

1 tsp spicy brown mustard

About 1 %2 tbsp finely chopped MIXED fresh tarragon, thyme and basil leaves

Directions
Pour the frozen peas in a large mixing bowl and add cool water to thaw them. Stir a few times
while you’re prepping the other ingredients to break up any frozen chunks.

In a separate smaller bowl, soak the onion in water for 15 minutes. Drain both very well in a
strainer. Dry out the mixing bowl by wiping with a clean towel.

Once the peas and onions are drained, pour them back into the mixing bowl with the rest of
the salad ingredients. Toss gently to mix.

Prepare the salad dressing in the bowl you soaked the onions in by stirring together the
dressing ingredients. Pour the dressing over the salad and gently fold it in until all the veggies
are coated. Cover and refrigerate until serving time.

https://www.sumptuousspoonfuls.com/irish-pea-salad/
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